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Executive Director’s
Report

Greetings Everyone,

The holidays are over we
are fully into the winter
months. December
weather was exceptionally
mild and the first half of
January has been similar.
While it’s hard to wish for
cold weather, let’s hope the rest of the winter
temperatures are closer to normal and more
conducive to electricity sales.

Recent storms, while not the blizzards of old we
remember, have caused damage and outages,
although the storm effects seemed to have been
relatively localized. For instance, Hamilton had
practically no damage while Skaneateles, 45 miles
away, had significant damage and interruption of
service.

I would like to thank everyone that was out
restoring service under adverse conditions, and
especially the crews from Salamanca and Arcade
that answered the call to render mutual aid to assist
getting NYSEG customers back on. This assistance
is an indication of the skill and dedication of our
line workers and reflects well on all of MEUA.

As most of you know, at each Annual
Conference, MEUA has a charity raffle for the

Executive Committee Trustee Andrew Thompson presents MEUA's 2023
charity auction donation to the Westfield Fund’s Chairman Alan Holbrook,
along with (I to r)Mike Vande Velde, Deanne Manzella and Sue Poster.

benefit of a charity chosen by the Executive
Committee president. The most recent beneficiary

was the Westfield Fund, a Community Donor
Advised Fund affiliated with the Northern
Chautauqua Community Foundation, which
provides grants to charitable projects and
organizations to enrich the quality of life for the
residents of the Westfield community.

To learn more about the Westfield Fund and making
a donation, here is a link to the website:
www.NCCFoundation.org/westfield-fund

Recently, I had the pleasure of attending a
retirement celebration for Keith Hayes of the New
York Power Authority. If you’re thinking that we
recognized Keith in anticipation of his retirement in
the fall of 2022, you are not mistaken. Keith was
subsequently convinced by NYPA President and
CEOQ Justin Driscoll to stay on for another year. In
any event, now that it is for sure, we again wish
Keith the best in his retirement.

Keith Hayes (c) with Larry McCrum of Theresa (l) and Scott
Tetenman of NYPA (r) at the 2022 Annual Conference

And speaking of NYPA, I want to remind
everyone that that the NYPA Board of Trustees has
authorized $20M in additional funding for the
Municipal Alternative Program (MAP) which
provides for three year interest free financing of EV
and hybrid vehicles for municipal use. Many of our
members have taken advantage of this program in
the past and I encourage you to check into it if you
have not previously participated. If you have
questions, contact the MEUA office or Ryan Grieco
at the New York Power Authority.

Stay warm and take care.
Jim


http://www.nccfoundation.org/westfield-fund

2024 Conferences and Workshops
Save the Dates!

SPRING ACCOUNTING & FINANCE
WORKSHOP

March 12-13, 2024

Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, Syracuse

SPRING ENGINEERING WORKSHOP
March 12-13, 2024
Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, Syracuse

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING
May 21-22, 2024
Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, Syracuse

MEUA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
October 1-3, 2024
Hotel Canandaigua, Canandaigua

FALL ACCOUNTING & FINANCE
WORKSHOP

November 6-7, 2024

Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, Syracuse

FALL ENGINEERING WORKSHOP
November 6-7, 2024
Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, Syracuse

NYISO Update
Chris Wentlent

New York State Cap
& Invest Program —
Next Steps

On Wednesday,
December 20, 2023,
the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
and the New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority (NYSERDA released two
key documents in the ongoing development of New
York’s Cap-and-Invest Program (NYCI). The Pre-
Proposal Outline and Climate Affordability Study
are now available on the New York Cap-and-Invest
website, https://capandinvest.ny.gov/.

These documents are a framework for the cap-and-
invest program design and a study on the
distribution of benefits. These documents are a key
step in ensuring the program succeeds in achieving
a declining cap on greenhouse gas emissions, limits
potential costs to New Yorkers, invests proceeds in
equitable programs that drive emission reductions,
and helps maintain the competitiveness of New
York businesses and industries.

Three webinars will be presented on Tuesday,
January 23, 2024, to cover The Role of Cap and
Invest, Thursday, January 25, 2024, to cover the
Pre-Proposal Outline, and Friday, January 26, 2024,
to review the Preliminary Analysis Overview.

Public stakeholder comments are encouraged, and
feedback on the Pre-Proposal Outline, and Analysis
Overview is requested by March 1, 2024.

It is expected this informal process will ultimately
lead to a draft regulation in Calendar Year 2024
which will go through the state regulatory
processes. We will continue to keep our
municipalities informed about the process in
upcoming News & Views.

New York State Reliability Council (NYSRC)
Meets and Approves Internal Reserve Margin
(IRM)

The NYSRC met on Friday, December 8, 2024. The
major item on the agenda included the approval of
the IRM Report and Appendices, official vote on
the IRM, and approval of the IRM Resolution so the
NYSRC could file the result of the vote and official
reports at the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) and New York State Public
Service Commission (NYSPSC).

The NYSRC approved an IRM of 22% for the
capacity capability period which covers May 1,
2024, to April 30, 2025. The actual analysis takes
approximately eleven months to complete and
includes review of new and retiring generation,
generation performance over a five-year period,
new transmission resources, availability, support
from our neighboring power systems, load
forecasting and other factors.


https://capandinvest.ny.gov/

The report was filed in mid-December and the
NYSRC will await final review and approval orders
from FERC and the NYSPSC. All information
regarding the IRM Report and Appendices is
available at the New York State Reliability Council
website at https://www.nysrc.org/.

Albany Update: John
Jennings

Harter Secrest &
Emery LLP

We are entering the busy
season in Albany.
Governor Hochul delivered
her annual State of the State
Address on January 9th, which provided an
overview of her priorities heading into the new
year. On January 16", she held a press conference
regarding the proposed executive budget, which she
released later that day. The next major milestone in
the budget process arrives when the Assembly and
the Senate each release their proposals - usually in
early March. Then everyone works to negotiate a
final budget before the state’s fiscal year closes out
on March 31.

For Fiscal Year 2025, the Governor is proposing a
$233 billion budget, which represents a 1.7%
increase over the prior year final budget. Notably,
the Governor did not propose any increases in
income taxes. The proposed budget contained
several high-level priorities, including $2.4B to help
tackle the costs of the migrant crisis. It also
included several policies related to housing. It did
not include the aggressive proposal from last year
that would have affected local control of zoning
issues, but it did make funding from certain
programs contingent on certification under the
state’s Pro-Housing Communities Program. The
budget proposal includes a modest 2.4% increase in
school aid, along with several other policies related
to education in New York. As expected, the
budget proposal included significant policies related

to Medicaid and healthcare more broadly, as well as
transportation and water infrastructure spending.

The budget proposal included less policy than in
previous years, and after an initial review, it does
not seem to include anything directly aimed at
municipal electric utilities. However, it did include
several policies related to the energy sector that may
be of interest to you. The “Affordable Gas
Transition Act” proposal would amend the Public
Service Law in several ways to conform it to the
greenhouse gas emission reduction requirements as
set forth in the CLCPA. It specifically adds the
achievement of these goals to the law’s references
to the role of the Public Service Commission. As
the title suggests, the main thrust of the proposal
relates to transitioning away from the use of natural
gas. Accordingly, it codifies several mechanisms to
discourage the expansion of natural gas service and
new natural gas infrastructure. It also proposes to
eliminate several parts of the law related to gas
infrastructure, such as the 100-foot rule.

Another energy policy included in the proposal is
called the Renewable Action Through Project
Interconnection and Deployment (RAPID) Act. It
would streamline the review and permitting of
major electric transmission facilities through the
Office of Renewable Energy Siting and Electric
Transmission. To further that goal, it would also
relocate ORES into the Department of Public
Service.

Finally, the budget proposal included plenty of
items directed to municipal entities more

broadly. It proposed to keep AIM funding level,
and it also included continued funding for many
programs that you all might be eligible for, such as
the Downtown Revitalization Initiative, NY
Forward, and Restore New York.

Please reach out to Jim Stokes if you hear of other
proposals that might affect our members. In the
meantime, we are also tracking dozens of bills
related to our interests that are under consideration
by the legislature. We will keep you all apprised as
the legislative session progresses.


https://www.nysrc.org/

MAKE ONE LOCAL
CALL TO SERVE

@ EMERALD

TRANSFORMER
ALL OF YOUR REBUILD, RECYCLE. RETHINK.
TRANSFORMER AMY MEYER

Marketing Manager
R, 469-634-3959
= ameyer@emeraldtransformer.com
& www.emeraldtransformer.com

M 1672 E. Highland Rd.
Twinsburg, OH 44087

P1.M Electric Power Engineering

Over 20 Years of Dedicated Service to MEUA Members

SYSTEM AND SUBSTATION DESIGN
PLANNING AND PROTECTION
ScaDA AND CONTROL SYSTEMS PowEeR CosT HEDGING
NERC COMPLIANCE RISK MITIGATION
MARLBOROUGH, MA 01752 TEL: 508-435-0200
EMAIL: MCBARRETT@PLMNET.COM

POWER SUPPLY PLANNING
HourLy LOAD FORECASTING
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John Kaspern 7
Regional Account Manager <~
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2706 Brodhead Road, Bethlehem, PA 18020 2=y ‘o~
Cell: 610-739-7031 Fax: 610-866-2732
Email: JohnKaspern@Versalift.com

“ “THE TRANSFORMER PEOPLE”®

i

y"‘GUPPLY COMPANY INCORPORATED
PO BOX 180, COLMAN, SD 57017
DIRECT (605) 684-2184

WE BUY, SELL, RENT DIAL DIRECT FREE 800-843-7994

AND M FAX (60 )E);: g;g:
o 605) 534-
www.Versalift-East.com Wes Is'la(leelgnstra wes@trelectric.com
http://www.t-r.com
LOCAL. CAPABLE. RESPONSIVE. -
Tim Moore
We are a local firm supporting our municipal electric companies every day; offering
a wide array of services from engineering to maintenance, emergency support to Manufacturer's Representative (
substation construction New York
Local Office: Geneseo, NY
O'CONNELL Fs DOVER

A ELECTRIC COMPANY

CONTACT US AT WWW.OCONNELLELECTRIC.COM

(585) 455-7407
tmoore@power-sales.com

Specializing in Medium and High Voltage Equipment Sales
Check Us Out On The Web at www.power-sales.com

E.L. FLOWERS & ASSOCIATES

Office (508) 347-2351 113 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
elf@elflowers.com www.elflowers.com

REPRESENTING
§ & C ELECTRIC COMPANY
COPPERWELD BIMETALLICS, LLC
EXCELLENCE OPTO, INC.
GAMMA INSULATORS
IFD CORPORATION
SENTIENT ENERGY
POWER PARTNERS, LLC

GoTToGo Electric, Inc.
ey

Representatives for Quality Electrical Equipment
www.gottogoelectric.com

A New York State Certified Woman Owned Business
Supplying Upstate New York for over 25 years.

TCI OF NY, LL.C

Lisa Leone-Beers
Vice President of Sales & Logistics

PO Box 936

99 Coeymans Industrial Park Lane
Coeymans, NY 12045

Phone: 518-756-9997 Fax: 518-756-9979
Cell: 518-755-4744

www.tci-ny.com tci@®tci-ny.com
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NEW YORK

i —_—1- www.HiReli.com
HlRell 302.232.3220
LLC
HIGHLY RELIABLE POWER SYSTEMS

HiReli LLC is a certified women-owned business
representing leading companies of electrical equipment
products and services. We provide solutions for
transmission, distribution, substation, protection and
control of power systems. HiReli LLC can provide both Tier
1 and Tier 2 diversity content.

Let us know how to help you build your Highly Reliable

Power System!




SuStoihdble:

change.

#A SUNBELT SOLOMON

UNPARALLELED POWER SOLUTIONS

Our Reach is Continental.

Our Service is Personal.

Shannon Wright « VP of Business Development
shannon.wright@sunbeltsolomon.com « 256.224.9072

IBEW Local Union No. 1249

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Syracuse, New York

Business Manager Mark Lawrence,
Officers, and the Entire Membership...

Serving the outside electrical construction
industry of the entirety of New York State,
outside of NewYork City and Long Island,
since 1941,

0,U,T, & LCTT

< VERSALIFT >

| EAST |
Michael Miller

Account Manager

2706 Brodhead Road, Bethlehem, PA 18020
Ph: 610-866-1400 x 4620 Fax: 610-866-2732
Email: MichaelMiller@versalift.com
www. Versalift-East.com

Tony DeFuria
Regional Director - Power Marketing & Origination

NEXTera"

MARKETING

NextEra Energy

Power Marketing, LLC

700 Universe Boulevard EPM/JB
Juno Beach, FL 33408

973.220.9109 office
973.927.1395 facsimile
Anthony.DeFuria@NextEraEnergy.com

Oirby Customers.

First.

A Sonepar Company

1902 County Route 57
Fulton, NY 13069
Phone: 315-622-0020

Always.

irby.com Since 1926.

READ AND LANIADO, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
25 EAGLE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207-1901
Tel: (518) 465-9313  Fax: (518) 465-9315
www.readlaniado.com

Includes representation of clients before state and federal courts.

ZACHARY W. PERDEK
MicHELLE C. ZALUDEK

Davip B. JOHNSON

Sam M. Laniapo

KonsTANTIN PODOLNY
Kevin R. BRocks
Howarp J. READ
OF CouNSEL

USA
Utility Software Acquisitions, LL.C

Continuing Property Records Software
A Stand Alone Program

www.getusasoftware.com

518 244-5374

Rick Palumbo

& MAIN |
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Metering

Scan to find a
location near you

HasGo Power Equipment Sales

Substation Batteries - Relays - Meter Accessories
Distribution Substation Switches - Packaged Substations
Power & Grounding Connectors - Lineman Tools & Equipment
Mounting Brackets - Conductor Supports - LED Street & Area
Lighting - Utility Lighting Brackets - Vacuum Circuit Breakers
Power Transformers - Fiberglass Box Pads- Trench Covers
Substation Connectors - Decorative Light Poles
Substation & Distribution Insulators

John Marinaccio - #585.703.4026 - johnm@hasgopower.com
151 East Main St., LeRoy, NY 14482 - www.hasgopower.com




A CULTURE oo improvemant
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973-476-5648 + wgtotten@nggilbert.com
www.nggilbert.com )

Every client satisfied every time.

I%l LaBella

Powered by partnership.

Chelsey Barry Mike Simon
Business Development Regional Manager - Civil
5857505008 5854027018
cbarry@labellapc.com msimonalabellapc.com

Anthony Sanganetti
Power Services
585-205-6695
asanganetti@alabellapc.com

labellapc.com 300 State St Rochester, NY

Experience.
BROADBAND SOLUTIONS |Illegl‘itv-
fiber optic experts Performance.

We are driven to do hard work.

sertexbroadband.com » 860-317-1006

_ s Substation Construction & Maintenance

BIaCK & McDonaId ¢ HV Testing & Engineering

_ + BESS & Smart Grid Soluons

WWW. DlgcKanamecaonard.conT

Mike Maine - Manager, High Voltage Testing
315-744-0122, mmaine@blackandmecdonald.com

Dave Maine - Manager, Substations
315-744-0605, dmaine@blackandmcdonald.com

Est. 1921, Serving all of New York State
6518 Fremont Road, East Syracuse, N.Y. 13057

OKOGUARD

ADVANTAGE -
o SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE st

¥ MORE FLEXIBILITY

" ALLEPR INSULATION SYSTEM THE

v" NOTREEING OKONITE
¥ TRIPLE TANDEM EXTRUSION COMPANY

169 South River Road Unit 16, Bedford NH 03110
Okonite Cables...A higher Standard!  603.625.1900 Fax: 603,624.2252 « Boston@okonite.com

v OUTSTANDING RELIABILITY — ]
e, pe———

T

NERCE
NEJGEL
s PRODUCTS, INC. s—
Signs, Tags & Markers

HAZARDOUS “_, _EEEEE_
VOLTAGE.
KEEP OUT!
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(800) 221-1311 www.TechProducts.com

Actively working together to make
informed, confident decisions

Proudly serving the MEUA and its
members for over 35 years

William C. Freitag, CPA: wireitag@bstco.com
Brendan K. Kennedy, CPA: bkennedy@bstco.com
800-724-6700

visit our website at www.bstco.com

STONE
MATTHEIS
XENOPOULOS
& BREW, PC

James W, Brew

Principal Phone: 202.342.0800
1025 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. Fax: 202.342.0807
8th Floor, West Tower jbrew@smxblaw.com
Washington, D.C. 20007 smxblaw.com

UTILITY ASSET MANAGEMENT AND
INSPECTION SERVICES

Qur team collec i et conditions for utilities through drone flights and ground
line obs e, turnkey de ble complete with conditional

epair.

CONTACT US AT WWW.OCONNELLELECTRIC.COM

Dentons is a proud sponsor of the MEUA.

Dentons and A& have combined. Together we form the

world’s largest global elite law firm.*
AH.DENTONS

Clint Vince, Chair, US Energy Practice
202-408-8004 or clinton.vince@dentons.com

Emma Hand, Partner
202-408-7094 or emma.hand@dentons.com

dentons.com

@ 2015 Dentons. Dentons is a global legal practice providing client services worldwide
through its member firms and affiliates. Please see dentons.com for Legal Notices.

*Acritas Global Elite Law Firm Brand Index 2013-2015.
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