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Executive Director’s 
Report 
 
Each year we hear more 
people saying, “We just 
don’t get winters like we 
used to.” Well, so far this 
year, Mother Nature has 
given upstate New York a 
white Christmas, copious 
amounts of January 
snowfall, and seasonably 

cold temperatures, giving our systems a much-
needed revenue shot in the arm compared to last 
year. 
 
Mike Lyons and Chris Wentlent, with valuable 
assistance from Lindsay Holle and Kate Shackford 
and others from NYPA, are continuing to lead a 
strong effort to assist our member systems seeking 
available funding for grid resiliency projects under 
NYSERDA PON’s 5896 and 5737, both of which 
were discussed in last month’s New and Views.   
 
As noted in Mike Lyon’s article later in this 
newsletter, PON 5896 is different from PON 5737 
in a number of notable respects. Most significantly, 
applications under 5896 are competitive and there is 
a 1/3 local cost share requirement. Applications 
under 5737 are not competitive (as long as the 
program criteria are met) and there is no local cost 
share requirement.  
 
For those of you that have not applied for a 
technical assistance or implementation grant under 
PON 5737, it’s not too late. We expect the opening 
of a second round of funding soon. And at this 
point, we are also anticipating a second round of 
funding under PON 5896 this Fall. If you’re 
currently not ready to submit an application under 
5896, I urge you to complete your analysis and 
studies now so you can be ready to apply for 
funding in a subsequent round. Give Mike Lyons or 
me a call if you have any questions. 
 
Last month, I reported to you that a proposal to 
increase the “all-in” rate of $12.88 per megawatt 
hour for hydro preference power to $33.05 over the 

next four years was unveiled at the December 10th 
meeting of the NYPA Board of Trustees. On 
Christmas Eve, the NYPA rate proposal was 
published in the NYS Register, which started a 60-
day formal comment period on the proposed rate 
increase. Two public hearings are scheduled, one in 
Lewiston (Niagara Falls) on January 29th and one in 
Albany on February 4th. 
 
For your reference and information, full copies of 
the NYS Administrative Procedures Act Notice and 
the NYPA Preliminary Staff Report are included in 
their entirety at the end of this newsletter. At page 5 
of the Staff Report, there is a chart showing the 
year-over-year rate increases NYPA is proposing. 
 
Over the last few weeks, we have made significant 
progress in the preparation of our formal comments 
and testimony in opposition to the magnitude of 
NYPA’s planned rate increases. We are also 
continuing to engage with non-MEUA Munis and 
Co-ops, as well as NYPA, to work toward the best 
achievable outcome from this process. If there are 
any significant developments prior to next month’s 
newsletter, I will keep you advised via email. 

If you haven’t 
been to the 
MEUA offices 
in East 
Syracuse 
recently, there 
has been a lot 
happening on 

the adjoining property. Open meadows since our 
building was constructed in 2008, TTM 
Technologies has been transforming the land into a 
new $100M facility to manufacture tech products 
under a U.S. Department of Defense contract. The 
new facility is projected to create 400 new jobs. 
 
I know I speak for all of you in saying that our 
hearts and prayers go out to everyone in California 
affected by the recent wildfires. Upstate New York 
can be cold and gray in the winter, but we are truly 
blessed with our abundant water resources. 
 
Take care, 
Jim 
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NYISO Update 
Chris Wentlent 
 
NYISO Installed 
Capacity Working 
Group (ICAP) - 
2025-2029 Demand 
Curve Reset Process  
 
The NYISO Board of 

Directors conducted a hearing on Monday, October 
14, 2024. On November 29, the NYISO submitted 
their filing at the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC). The NYISO Board supported 
the recommendations of the NYISO staff, and final 
consultant report with minor revisions included in 
the filing. If the filing is approved at FERC; the new 
capacity market demand curves go into effect 
beginning May 1, 2025.  
 
New York Power Authority – New York Build 
Public Renewable Process  
 
The New York Power Authority completed its draft 
NY Build Public Renewables Strategic Plan public 
outreach process. The next steps in the process 
include final approval of the plan by the NYPA 
Board of Directors and presenting the final Strategic 
Plan to the New York State Legislature by the end of 
January 2025. Once approved, NYPA will have the 
final strategic planning tool to move forward with the 
intent of the legislation to incent NYPA to exercise a 
more prominent role in the commercial buildout of 
wind, solar and energy storage resources to support 
New York State’s CLCPA mandate.  
 
NYSERDA Releases Results of the 2023 Tier 1 
Renewable Energy Solicitation  
 
On December 3, 2024, NYSERDA announced the 
results of their 2023 Tier 1 Renewable Energy 
Solicitation. NYSERDA executed contracts with 
twenty-three new large-scale renewable energy 
projects located throughout New York State. In total, 
these projects, once commercial, will add 2,341 
megawatts of new renewable capacity. As a 
reminder, while the nameplate capacity is 2,341 
megawatts, wind and solar have lower capacity 

factors due to their dependence on wind and sun. As 
a rule of thumb, onshore wind assets average about 
25-27% capacity factors, and solar assets average 
between 14-16%. The performance of the asset type 
varies seasonally depending on wind and sun 
availability. Wind resources have higher availability 
in the winter, spring and fall, while solar resources 
are more likely to produce in the spring, summer, and 
fall with minimal production in the winter.  
 
NYS PSC – Clean Path NY HVDC Transmission 
 
Case 22-T-0558/Case 15-E-0302 – On November 
27, 2024, NYSERDA sent a letter to the NYSDPS 
proving notification that the Tier 4 Renewable 
Energy Certificate Purchase and Sale Agreement 
between Clean Path NY LLC and NYSERDA has 
been terminated by mutual consent. NYPA, 
energyRe and Invenergy had collaborated on the 
Clean Path project and the REC agreement was 
necessary for Clean Path LLC to proceed with a 
planned 175-mile, underground HVDC transmission 
line from Delaware County to New York City. The 
project was expected to be one of the critical 
initiatives to assist downstate, particularly New York 
City, with its decarbonization efforts. On January 6, 
2025, the New York Power Authority filed a petition 
with the Public Service Commission asking it to 
designate Clean Path NY as a Priority Transmission 
Project, which would allow NYPA to move forward 
with the planned transmission construction. Even if 
NYPA takes over the project, or another entity 
resurrects it in the future under different terms and 
conditions, there will be, at a minimum, a delay in 
construction that further threatens New York’s 
ability to meet the 2030 CLCPA goal. 
 

“We must learn to live together 
as brothers or perish together as 
fools.” 
 
“Forgiveness is not an 
occasional act. It is a permanent 
attitude.” 

 
    Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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IEEP UPDATE 
Mike Lyons 
 
The Independent 
Energy Efficiency 
Program (IEEP) is on 
track to achieve our 
2024 spending plan 
and has paid out over 
$3.2 million in 

incentives for energy efficiency work completed. 
IEEP members are reminded to submit project 
documentation on work completed in 2024 so that 
we may close our books timely.  Development of 
the IEEP’s 2024 Environmental Sustainability 
Report has begun, as well as an annual audit on the 
IEEP’s 2024 finances.  
 
NYSERDA Program Opportunity Notice (PON) 
5896 Grid Resiliency 
 
PON 5896 provides New York Municipal Electric 
Utilities with a unique funding opportunity of 
$22,000,000 being made available to assist with 
projects related to outage prevention and enhanced 
resilience of the electric grid. Highlights of this 
PON are: 
 

 Proposals are due February 12th, 2025, by 
3:00 p.m. 

 Proposers must provide a cost share that is 
1/3rd of the amount of the NYSERDA 
subaward value. 

 NYSERDA anticipates releasing multiple 
rounds of funding through this PON.  

 Proposers may submit a proposal for PON 
5896 without having applied for or received 
funding from an earlier PON 5737 -
Technical Assistance Funding to Develop 
Grid Modernization Projects 

 
Project Types for PON 5896 include:  
 

 Adaptive protection technology  

 Advanced modeling technology  
 Monitoring and control technologies  
 Relocation of power lines or reconductoring 

of power lines with low sag advanced 
conductors  

 Replacement of old overhead conductors 
and underground cables  

 Use or construction of DERs for enhancing 
system adaptive capacity during disruptive 
events, including microgrids and battery-
storage subcomponents  

 Weatherization technologies and equipment 
 
The IEEP, together with MEUA and NYPA staff, 
began hosting multiple webinars in December and 
January to provide information and proposal 
support options for municipal systems interested in 
pursuing NYSERDA’s PON 5896. Please contact 
the IEEP for more information. 

 
Albany Update 
John Jennings 
 
On Tuesday, January 
14, 2025, Governor 
Kathy Hochul 
delivered her fourth 
State of the State 
message from the 
Hart Theater at the 

Egg in Albany. During the address, the Governor 
mainly focused on making New York a more 
affordable place to live. The speech contained 
numerous policy proposals, and the Governor also 
released a briefing book containing over 200 
distinct proposals organized in fifteen main topics 
areas, including: supporting families, helping 
children thrive, public safety, economic 
development, housing, health, and sustainability.  
 
In the weeks preceding the State of the State, the 
Governor made a series of announcements 
previewing some of her proposals. In late 
December, the Governor announced that her budget 
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will include an “Inflation Refund,” which would 
provide direct payments to New York taxpayers by 
using excess sales tax revenue. The payment would 
be $500 for families making less than $300,000 and 
$300 for individual taxpayers making less than 
$150,000. Last week, the Governor announced a 
proposal to expand the Child Tax Credit from the 
current $330 per child. The expansion would 
provide families with a tax credit of up to $1,000 
per child under age four and up to $500 per child 
aged between four and sixteen. 
 
On the energy front, the Governor proposed 
spending $1 billion on clean energy transition 
efforts.  She also announced that state agencies will 
need to use 100% renewable energy by 2030.  Her 
State of the State briefing book addressed the state's 
Cap and Invest program and set a target for new 
reporting regulations by the end of the year.  This 
will delay the implementation of the program by at 
least a year, during which time the state can gather 
more information and provide additional 
opportunities for comment. 
 
We will have much more to report when the 
Governor releases her executive budget 
proposal.  Until then, feel free to reach out if you 
have any questions. 
 

 

Are new sources of nuclear energy 
in New York’s future? 

 
In a January 15, 2025 press release, Constellation 
Energy, operator of four utility scale nuclear 
reactors in New York State (Nine Mile Point I and 
II, James A. FitzPatrick and R.E. Ginna) announced 
that it is applying for federal funding as it evaluates 
whether to put one or more small modular nuclear 
reactors (SMRs) at its Nine Mile Point location. 
New York Governor Kathy Hochul acknowledged 
the project in her State of the State speech, saying 
her administration supports the request. 
 

 
 

2025 MEUA EVENT 
CALENDAR 

 
NYPA RATES PUBLIC HEARING 
January 29, 2025 @ 11:00 a.m.at 
 New York Power Authority’s Niagara 
Power Project, Visitor’s Center, 5777 
Lewiston Road, Lewiston, NY 
 
NYPA RATES PUBLIC HEARING 
February 4, 2025 @ 11:00 a.m. at New 
York Power Authority’s Albany Office, 30 
S. Pearl St., 10th Floor, Albany, NY 
 
SPRING ACCOUNTING & FINANCE 
WORKSHOP  
March 18-19, 2025 
Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, 
Syracuse 
 
SPRING ENGINEERING WORKSHOP  
March 18-19, 2025 
Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, 
Syracuse 
 
MEUA SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING  
May 21-22, 2025  
Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, 
Syracuse 
 
MEUA ANNUAL CONFERENCE  
October 1-3, 2025  
Turning Stone Resort, Verona 
 
FALL ACCOUNTING & FINANCE 
WORKSHOP  
November 5-6, 2025 
Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, 
Syracuse 
 
FALL ENGINEERING WORKSHOP  
November 5-6, 2025 
Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, 
Syracuse 







































MAKE ONE LOCAL 

CALL TO SERVE 

ALL OF YOUR 

TRANSFORMER 

NEEDS 

�EMERALD 
L� TRANSFORMER 

REBUILD. RECYCLE. RETHINK. 

AMY MEYER 
Marketing Manager 

• . 

\. 469-634-3959 

a ameyer@emeraldtransformer.com 

iffll www.emeraldtransformer.com 

A 1672 E. Highland Rd. 
Twinsburg, OH 44087 

<VERSAUR}> 

John Kaspern 
Regional Account Manager 

2706 Brodhead Road, Bethlehem, PA 18020 
Cell: 610-739-7031 Fax: 610-866-2732 

Email: JohnKaspern@Versalift.com 
www.Versalift-East.com 

LOCAL. CAPABLE. RESPONSIVE. 
We are a local firm supporting our municipal electric companies every day; offering 
a wide array of services from engineering to maintenance, emergency support to 
substation construction. 

A O'CONNELL 
� ELECTRIC COMPANY 
Since 1911 

AlflPOfll'> I BHIIX,l'> c_oMMUNllATION'> I lON'>TIIU(_ TION '>lllVlll'> HEl 1/ll(_Al lUN'>T/IU(_ !ION 

HIC,HWAY� POWt:RLINl �OLAR �UB�TAIION t!CHNICAl '>lRVICl5 IRAN�PORJAllON WIND 

CONTACT US AT WWW.OCONNELLELECTRIC.COM 

E.L. FLOWERS & ASSOCIATES
Office (508) 347-2351 I 13 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 

eif@eiflowers.com www.eiflowers.com 

REPRESE TING 

S & C ELECTRIC COMPANY 

COPPERWELD BIMETALLICS, LLC 

EXCELLENCE OPTO, INC. 

GAMMA INSULATORS 

/FD CORPORATION 

SENTIENT ENERGY 

POWER PARTNERS, LLC 

TCI OF NY, LLC 
Lisa Leone-Beers 

NEWYORK 

www.tci-ny.com 

Vice President of Sales & Logistics

PO Box 936 
99 Coeymans Industrial Park Lane 
Coeymans, NY 12045 
Phone: 518-756-9997 Fax: 518-756-9979 
Cell: 518-755-4744 
tci@tci-ny.com 

PLM Electric Power Engineering

Over 30 Years of Dedicated Service to MEUA Members

SYSTEM AND SUBSTATION DESIGN 

PLANNING AND PROTECTION 

SCADA AND CONTROL SYSTEMS 

NERC COMPLIANCE 

POWER SUPPLY PLANNING 

HOURLY LOAD FORECASTING 

POWER COST HEDGING 

RISK MITIGATION 

MARLBOROUGH, MA 01752 TEL: 508-435-0200 
EMAIL: KSODEN@PLMNET.COM 

"THE TRANSFORMER PEOPLE'"" 

WE BUY, SELL, RENT 

AND DELIVER 

PO BOX 180, COLMAN, SD 57017 
DIRECT (605) 684-2184 

DIAL DIRECT FREE 800-843-7994 
EXT. 2184 

Wes Heimstra 
FAX (605) 534-3861 
wes@trelectric.com 
http://www.t-r.com 

Sales 

Tim Moore �"\ 
Manufacturer's Representative ,,�1 

New York -

Local Office: Geneseo, NY POWER 
14454 SALES GROUP 

(585) 455-7407 
tmoore@power-sales_com 

Speclallzlng in Medium and High Voltage Equipment Sales 

I 

Check Us Out On The Web at www.power-sales.com 

j 
---

GoTToGo Electric, Inc. 

• 

Representatives for Quality Electrical Equipment 
www.gottogoelectric.com 

A New York State Certified Woman Owned Business 

Supplying Upstate New York for over 25 years. 

HiRelLc 
HIGHLY RELIABLE POWER SYSTEMS 

www.HiReli.com 

302.232.3220 

HiReli LLC is a certified women-owned business 

representing leading companies of electrical equipment 

products and services. We provide solutions for 

transmission, distribution, substation, protection and 

control of power systems. HiReli LLC can provide both Tier 

1 and Tier 2 diversity content. 

Let us know how to help you build your Highly Reliable 

Power System! 



1902 County Route 57 
Fulton, NY 13069 

Phone: 315-622-0020 
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