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Executive Director’s 
Report 
 

Greetings Everyone, 
 
The last snowflakes of 
Winter have disappeared, 
and Spring is in full 
bloom. These “shoulder 
months” may not be great 
for electricity sales, but 

they surely are a boost to the human spirit. It also 
means it’s time for MEUA’s semi-annual meeting 
on May 21st and 22nd. As usual, the meeting is at the 
Embassy Suites Destiny in Syracuse. In keeping 
with recent practice, the conference will piggyback 
on the NYMPA annual meeting so as to minimize 
the overall number of meetings and your time away 
from your home systems. If you are a NYMPA 
member, please keep in mind that the NYMPA 
meeting begins at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday the 21st 
ahead of the MEUA conference that begins that 
afternoon.  
 
We are continually striving to make our conferences 
and meetings more convenient and productive for 
both our municipal and corporate members. There 
will be a survey form with a few questions at the 
conference, but please reach out to Ashleigh or me 
at any time with any suggestions or ideas you may 
have to improve the way we do things.  
 
MEUA has a long history of partnership with the 
New York Power Authority. Most importantly, 
NYPA’s Niagara Project supplies low-cost hydro 
power to our systems, but we also work closely with 
NYPA on many other initiatives. For instance, I 
would like to thank all of you who responded to the 
information requests that facilitated the preparation 
of NYPA’s report to the Governor and the 
Legislature in which NYPA concluded that a 
REACH-like program is not feasible or advisable 
for NYS municipal electric utilities and co-ops. This 
conclusion supports MEUA’s position that such a 
program would impose an additional administrative 

burden on our systems that far outweighs any 
potential public benefit. 
 
MEUA also meets regularly with NYPA and non-
member municipal and rural co-op utilities to 
exchange information and ideas about energy 
efficiency technologies and programs to benefit our 
systems and customers. Two of those programs will 
be featured at this month’s conference. Emily 
Alkiewicz, NYPA Director of Power Contracts & 
Tariffs, will be presenting an overview of NYPA’s 
Industrial Economic Development Program, and 
Ryan Grieco, NYPA Key Account Executive, will 
be discussing the Municipal Alternative Vehicle 
Program. I hope you can be in attendance.  
 
There will also be much conversation at the 
conference regarding a very promising program that 
may provide valuable financial assistance to our 
member systems. This program, the Technical 
Assistance Funding to Develop Grid Modernization 
Projects (PON 5737) is federally, and state funded 
and is being administered by NYSERDA to provide 
assistance to New York’s municipal electric and 
rural co-op utilities. If you can’t be at the 
conference, please reach out to us here at the 
MEUA office for further information. 
 
If you haven’t already, you should very soon be 
receiving the 2023 annual report of MEUA’s 
Independent Energy Efficiency Program (IEEP). 
The report contains a wealth of information about 
how our systems are promoting energy efficiency in 
their communities, so please take the time to review 
it when you can. The excellent quality of this report 
also reflects the professionalism and dedication of 
the small but efficient team that administers the 
IEEP. Led by Mike Lyons, additional support 
comes from Chris Wentlent and our friends at 
Honeywell, along with the volunteer management 
committee that includes Chuck Rankin of Groton, 
Andrew Thomson of Westfield, Jennifer Obert of 
Mayville, Nancy Mitchell of Hamilton and Holly 
Evans of Fairport. Many thanks to all of you who 
make this program so successful. 
 



Next month, Chris Wentlent and I will be attending 
the New York Independent System Operator 
(NYISO) Joint Board of Directors and Management 
Committee meetings. This annual event provides a 
forum for the exchange of information about current 
challenges as well as the future of the New York 
power grid. Look for reports in future editions of 
the News and Views.  
 
Take care, 
Jim 

 
NYISO Update 
Chris Wentlent 
 
New York State 
Agency – 
Leadership 
Vacancies Update 
 
 
 

New York State Public Service Commission 
New Public Service Commissioners Denise 
Sheehan and Uchenna Bright were welcomed 
during the April 2024 New York State Public 
Service Commission (NYSPSC) session. They 
replaced Commissioners Burman and Howard. The 
general background for each new commissioner is 
listed below: 
 
Ms. Sheehan, a former DEC Commissioner from 
2005-2007, worked as an Executive Vice President 
of Capitol Hill Management Services (CHMS), 
which is a management consulting firm, and was a 
senior policy adviser for New York Battery and 
Energy Storage Technology Consortium (NY-
BEST). She has more than thirty years of 
experience in the government and non-profit 
sectors. 

 
Ms. Bright previously worked at NRDC for seven 
years in various roles. She also worked as an 
Eastern States Advocate for Environmental 
Entrepreneurs, a business group supporting 
environmental policies, and focused primarily on 
New York and Pennsylvania.  
 

New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation  
Sean Mahar will take over as the interim 
commissioner of the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) replacing 
former Commissioner Basil Seggos. Mahar, a Siena 
graduate, will serve in an interim role as the state 
conducts a national search to identify a permanent 
replacement.  
 
Mr. Mahar previously served as the chief of staff 
and assistant commissioner of public affairs with 
the agency. Before joining the DEC, Mahar served 
as director of government relations and 
communications for the Audubon New York 
conservation organization and served as an adjunct 
professor at his alma mater Siena, teaching a course 
on Environmental Policy and Management at the 
Loudonville college. 
 
Long Island Power Authority  
Tom Falcone, former LIPA CEO announced his 
resignation on Monday, March 18. John Rhodes, 
former PSC Chair at the New York State Public 
Service Commission was named to fill the vacancy 
on an interim basis while a permanent search is 
completed.  
 
Mr. Rhodes was the Chair of the New York Public 
Service Commission (PSC) from June 2017 to 
February 2021. He also served as the CEO of the 
Department of Public Service (DPS) during that 
time. He has over 30 years of experience in the 
energy industry and financial sector. He has worked 
as a partner at Booz Allen Hamilton, the director of 
the Center for Market Innovation at the Natural 
Resources Defense Council (NRDC), and the 
president and CEO of the New York State Energy 
Research and Development Authority 
(NYSERDA). In August 2022, Rhodes became a 
special assistant to the White House Office of 
Domestic Climate Policy. 
 
 
CLCPA and New York Economic Development 
 
On April 17, 2024, Governor Hochul issued a press 
release further outlining the planned Micron 
Technology economic development project in 
Central New York. President Biden travelled to 
Syracuse to further highlight this enormous private 



investment. The project is forecasted to promote up 
to 50,000 jobs, and $100 billion in investment. The 
project will require substantial electric and water 
infrastructure.  

On April 19, 2024, NYSERDA concluded the 
State’s third offshore wind solicitation 
(ORECRFP22-1). On October 24, 2023, 
NYSERDA had provisionally awarded three 
offshore wind projects, subject to successful 
conclusion of contract negotiations. These 
provisionally awarded projects included: Attentive 
Energy One – 1,404 MW (developed by 
TotalEnergies, Rise Light & Power, and Corio 
Generation), Community Offshore Wind – 1,314 
MW (developed by RWE Offshore Renewables and 
National Grid Ventures), and Excelsior Wind – 
1,314 MW (developed by Vineyard Offshore).  

After the provisional award announcement, material 
modifications to projects bid into New York’s third 
offshore wind solicitation caused technical and 
commercial complexities between provisional 
awardees and their partners, resulting in the 
provisionally awarded parties’ inability to come to 
terms. Given these developments, no final awards 
will be made, ORECRFP22-1 has been concluded, 
and NYSERDA will look to advance a future 
competitive solicitation. A major impact of this 
outcome is potentially impacting the state’s ability 
to meet the 2030 – 70% renewable energy 
requirement. It was expected that these three 
projects combined would provide about 6-7% of the 
70% requirement.  

A major challenge going forward in New York 
State will be the state’s ability to balance future 
energy needs, promote new economic development 
and job growth, while simultaneously meeting 
required 2030, 2040 and 2050 CLCPA mandates. 
As new energy demand is added to our New York 
electric grid – it will place even greater stress on the 
need to upgrade our Transmission & Distribution 
systems, build sufficient new renewable resources 
to realize the more immediate 70% by 2030 
renewable energy mandate, and continue to grow 
New York State’s economic future.  

The most recent announcements on April 17 and 
April 19 provide an indicator of how difficult this 
balancing act will be. 

2024 MEUA EVENT CALENDAR 

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING  
May 21-22, 2024 
Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, Syracuse  

MEUA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
October 1-3, 2024  
Hotel Canandaigua, Canandaigua 

FALL ACCOUNTING & FINANCE 
WORKSHOP  
November 6-7, 2024 
Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, Syracuse 

FALL ENGINEERING WORKSHOP 
November 6-7, 2024 
Embassy Suites by Hilton Destiny USA, Syracuse 

Help Keep Us Current 
Please email or fax over  

name or address changes. 
Fax 315.453.7849 

Email:  info@meua.org 
Thank  You 

mailto:info@meua.org


Tuesday, May 21, 2024 
8:00 am – 1:00 pm Registration 

12:00 pm Buffet Lunch 

12:00 – 2:00 pm Vendor Expo 

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm * Business Meeting

President Bryan White, Presiding 
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
Proof of Notice of Meeting–Secretary Kimball Daby 
Roll Call–Secretary Kimball Daby 
President’s Report–Bryan White 
Executive Director Report–Jim Stokes 
Treasurer’s Report–Tom Posella 
2023 Financial Review–Mike Greene,  

   Evans and Bennett CPAs 
Presentation of Resolutions 

- Proposed Amendment of MEUA Bylaws

Committee Reports 
Accounting & Finance     Holly Easling
Audit & Budget   Nancy Niswender 
Engineering   Matt Hegarty
Safety & Training       Owen McIntee 
Mutual Aid / Regional Liaisons      Owen McIntee 

 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm * IEEP Member Meeting and Update
Mike Lyons, Chris Wentlent, Jim Stokes 
- Proposed Amendment of IEEP Bylaws

 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Vendor Expo 

 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm    Reception 

 6:30 pm   Dinner – Speaker: The Hon. Brandon Williams 
 Member of Congress – NY 22nd District 

* CLOSED SESSION



Wednesday, May 22, 2024 

8:30 am – 9:10 am * Legal Update - Ken Podolny, Esq. and
   Jay Brew, Esq. 

9:10 am – 9:30 am * John Jennings, Esq.
- NYS Governmental Update

9:30 am – 9:40 pm * Continued Business Meeting
- Vote on Amendment of Bylaws
- Adoption of Resolutions

9:40 am – 9:50 am Break 

 9:50 am – 10:15 am Industrial Economic Development Program: What it is and How it 
Works 
Emily Alkiewicz – NYPA Director of Power Contracts & Tariffs 

10:15 am – 10:40 am  Funding Opportunities Update under IRA/IIJA Lindsay Holle – 
NYPA Manager Key Accounts 

10:40 am – 11:00 am  Municipal Alternative Vehicle Program: What it is and How it Works 
Ryan Grieco – NYPA Key Account Executive 

11:00 am – 11:10 am  Break 

11:10 am – 12:15 pm   Panel Discussion:  The CLCPA and New York’s Cap & Invest 
Program – Implications for Your System 
Jay Brew, Esq., Chris Wentlent, Ken Podolny, Esq. 

12:15 pm – 12:30 pm Closing Session 
- Questions from the floor
- Raffle drawings
- Announcements & Adjournment

12:30 pm Lunch & Departure 

* CLOSED SESSION



MAKE ONE LOCAL 

CALL TO SERVE 

ALL OF YOUR 

TRANSFORMER 

NEEDS 

�EMERALD 
L� TRANSFORMER 

REBUILD. RECYCLE. RETHINK. 

AMY MEYER 
Marketing Manager 

• . 

\. 469-634-3959 

a ameyer@emeraldtransformer.com 

iffll www.emeraldtransformer.com 

A 1672 E. Highland Rd. 
Twinsburg, OH 44087 

<VERSAUR}> 

John Kaspern 
Regional Account Manager 

2706 Brodhead Road, Bethlehem, PA 18020 
Cell: 610-739-7031 Fax: 610-866-2732 

Email: JohnKaspern@Versalift.com 
www.Versalift-East.com 

LOCAL. CAPABLE. RESPONSIVE. 
We are a local firm supporting our municipal electric companies every day; offering 
a wide array of services from engineering to maintenance, emergency support to 
substation construction. 

A O'CONNELL 
� ELECTRIC COMPANY 
Since 1911 

AlflPOfll'> I BHIIX,l'> c_oMMUNllATION'> I lON'>TIIU(_ TION '>lllVlll'> HEl 1/ll(_Al lUN'>T/IU(_ !ION 

HIC,HWAY� POWt:RLINl �OLAR �UB�TAIION t!CHNICAl '>lRVICl5 IRAN�PORJAllON WIND 

CONTACT US AT WWW.OCONNELLELECTRIC.COM 

E.L. FLOWERS & ASSOCIATES
Office (508) 347-2351 I 13 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 

eif@eiflowers.com www.eiflowers.com 

REPRESE TING 

S & C ELECTRIC COMPANY 

COPPERWELD BIMETALLICS, LLC 

EXCELLENCE OPTO, INC. 

GAMMA INSULATORS 

/FD CORPORATION 

SENTIENT ENERGY 

POWER PARTNERS, LLC 

TCI OF NY, LLC 
Lisa Leone-Beers 

NEWYORK 

www.tci-ny.com 

Vice President of Sales & Logistics

PO Box 936 
99 Coeymans Industrial Park Lane 
Coeymans, NY 12045 
Phone: 518-756-9997 Fax: 518-756-9979 
Cell: 518-755-4744 
tci@tci-ny.com 

PLM Electric Power Engineering

Over 20 Years of Dedicated Service to MEUA Members

SYSTEM AND SUBSTATION DESIGN 

PLANNING AND PROTECTION 

SCADA AND CONTROL SYSTEMS 

NERC COMPLIANCE 

POWER SUPPLY PLANNING 

HOURLY LOAD FORECASTING 

POWER COST HEDGING 

RISK MITIGATION 

MARLBOROUGH, MA 01752 TEL: 508-435-0200 
EMAIL: MCBARRETT@PLMNET.COM 

"THE TRANSFORMER PEOPLE'"" 

WE BUY, SELL, RENT 

AND DELIVER 

PO BOX 180, COLMAN, SD 57017 
DIRECT (605) 684-2184 

DIAL DIRECT FREE 800-843-7994 
EXT. 2184 

Wes Heimstra 
FAX (605) 534-3861 
wes@trelectric.com 
http://www.t-r.com 

Sales 

Tim Moore �"\ 
Manufacturer's Representative ,,�1 

New York -

Local Office: Geneseo, NY POWER 
14454 SALES GROUP 

(585) 455-7407 
tmoore@power-sales_com 

Speclallzlng in Medium and High Voltage Equipment Sales 

I 

Check Us Out On The Web at www.power-sales.com 

j 
---

GoTToGo Electric, Inc. 

• 

Representatives for Quality Electrical Equipment 
www.gottogoelectric.com 

A New York State Certified Woman Owned Business 

Supplying Upstate New York for over 25 years. 

HiRelLc 
HIGHLY RELIABLE POWER SYSTEMS 

www.HiReli.com 

302.232.3220 

HiReli LLC is a certified women-owned business 

representing leading companies of electrical equipment 

products and services. We provide solutions for 

transmission, distribution, substation, protection and 

control of power systems. HiReli LLC can provide both Tier 

1 and Tier 2 diversity content. 

Let us know how to help you build your Highly Reliable 

Power System! 



1902 County Route 57 
Fulton, NY 13069 

Phone: 315-622-0020 
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